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TOWNSHIP OF WASHINGTON
FRANKLIN COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

RESOLUTION # 129
& RESOLUTICN OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THIS
TOWNSHIP ESTABLISHING THE TOUNSHIP'S POLICE
CEPARTMENT TOWING POLICY.

TOWING POLICY

Effective Date

The effective date of this policy will be October 1, 1987.

AT

prior towing policies are hereby voided.

This towing policy will be in effect when a Palice Officer
deiermines that & damaged wvehicle or unatiended wvehicle
constitutes an obstruction or hazard upon the highwayy or when &
Falice Officer ptherwise determines that a vehicle reguires
removal, except that

a) UWhen an emergency situation exists which reauires the
immediate precence of z tow iruck for the purpose of
extricating an injured persan from a position of peril, the
Pelice Officer has the discretion of ohtaining the ¢losest
available qualified tow truck:; and

b)Y The towing palicy does not apply to towing and staorage
of abandoned or recovered stolen vehicles:

Statement of Policy

1+ If the owner or aperator of the vehicle in questiaon
requests 5 specific towing service, the Police Officer wil)
have the Communications Center notify that service. Any
towing service so reaquested by the owner or operator, for
the purpose of timely response must be located Within =a
radius not to exceed fifteen (15) miles 0f the vehicles
focation.

2+ In the situations set forth below, the Police Officer
Wwill have the Cemmunicaticns Center contact the answering
service or other agency which has been authorized by
Washingtaon Township to maintain and dispatch approved towing
services on a rotating basis,

a) When the owner or aperator fails, refuses, or is
unable by reason of injury, or absence to request the
officer to have a specific towing service dispatched.

b) tWhen the towing service requested is unavailabla
upon notification or when so notified faile to arrive
on the ccene within thirty (20) minutes of being
notified.
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3+ In any case where a tow truck is requested from the
approved rotating tow list, the towing service responding as
a result of that notification will ifogw the vehicle in
question regardless aof any other tow service called to the
scene Without the afficer’s knowuledge or who happened upon
the scene.

4, Tow trucke responding to any ccane without notification
by the awner or operator or the Police Dfficer will nol be
allouwed to tow any vehicle.

IV, Participation and Annual Participation Fee

1. A1l towing services within the immediate vicinity of
Washingtan Township, who can respond to any part of
Washington Township within thirty {320) minutes of
notification may apply to participate in the Township’s
Rotating Towing Service by submitting an application and fee
to the Township on form number (WTPD 4018) to be provided by
the Township. Any changes to this form shall be provided ta
the townchip as they accur.

Z. The participation period shall be aone vear beginning
November | each vear and ending QOctuber 31 the following
vear. A new application for Approved Tow Stzatus (faorm WIPD
4018) must be completed and cigned for each participation
periad and must be submitted along with particisation fee to
the Township Office in the month of October sxcept the
Township reserves the right to accept such application in a
menth other than Gctober for any new towing service, in
Which case the participation fee may be prorated.

3. The participation fee to cover the cost of maintaining
the rotating list and central dispatch of participating tow
services shall be $120,00/vear. The fee shall be paid ic
Washington Township prior tag the first day of the
participation pericd each vear. The yvearly fee ic non-
refundable if the service is droapped from or chooses to drop
out of the rotating tow service, but will be refunded in
full when applications is disapproved.

Yo Qualification Criteria

e Minimum Liabitity Insurance coverage in an aggregate
amount of Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000) or any
greater amount s stipulated by taw, (Motor Cargn fAct -
1980

2. Tow truck to be utilized must have a minimum Grosg
Vehicle Weight of Ten Thousand Pounds (10,0000 .

3. The fee schedule as set farth on the application for
approved tow status must reflect reasonable and custamary
rates generally charged in the community.
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4. Tow trucki{s) must be equipped and outfitted as follows:

ay Combination boom and winch with a 1ifting capacity
of no less than eight thousand (8,000) pounds cperated
either by a power take off unit or by hydrautics.
Cable length must be no lTess than Tifty (50) feet.

b)Y Tow Truck must be equipped with tow
dolly.

¢} Tow Truck must be equipped with vellow flashing or
raotating Tights visible 340 degrees and from a minimum
distance of five hundred (500} feet under normal
conditions.

4} The name of the tow service ar operator must be
displaved aon both sides of the truck. {(Pa. Veh, Code
Sectiaon 4%573)

ey Towing service musat have provision for twenty-four
{24) rtour notification, dispatch and response.

) Towing service must pravide one telephune number to
the answering service by which they can be dispatched
ftwenty—-four (24} hogurs per davy.

Fee Scheduile

1+ The fee schedule as provided by each tow service an the
application for approved tow status form, WTPD 4018, ic¢ ihe
maximum amount of fee that may be charged for any =ervice as a
result of being called by the Touwnship, Rates being charged in
gxcess of the submitted fee schedule will result in removal from
the Township’s rotating towing service list.

2. New fee schedules may be submitited with each new
participation period which begins in Movember of zach vear.

3. During & participation period the fee schedule may be amended
only upan request and documentation of need to the Washington
Township Brard of Supervisors,

Remaval from the Rotating List

A towing service wWill be removed from the approved Tist for one
ar more of the following reaconet

I+ Failure to meet any of the requirements as set forth in
Paragraph V.

2y Failure to maintain twenty-four (24) hour service, ar
failure to respond when notified withoui reasaon and
without eroper notification to the answering service.

3. Falsification of any item lictad on the application WTFPD
4018 or fzilure fto update an initial application.
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4. Failure to respond to the scene within thirty (30)
minutes of notification.

5. Utilization of unqualified tow truck operators.

&« Charging rates in sxcess of thaose set forth in the
approved application for tow status form.

7. Failure fo provide valid certification of insurance.
&, lUsge of offensive conduct toward any ouwnersoperator.

@. Failure to clear an accident =cene within a reasonable
time frame based upon the circumstances of the accident.

VIII.Miscellaneous Provisionse

1v In the event a Tow service is notified to respond as a result
of hic position on the rotating list and his/her tow truck is out
of service, the operator may elect to have ancther approved touw
service respond in its place. In any case such reaponse shall
constitute & rotation for the initial service natified.

2. If a tow service upon arrival at the scene is advised by a
Police Officer that & roll back truck is required, that tow
service hae the choice of what roll back truck is to be summoned
an the scene. Such truck and aperator shall then perform under
the direction of the assigned towing cervice.

3+ Townchip recerves the right io alter the form as necessary.
BULY RESOLYED this Z21st day of September 1987, by the Board of
Supervisors of Washingtan Township, Franklin County, Pennsvlvania in

Tawful sescsion duly ascembled,

Township of Washingtan
Franklin County Pennsylvania

PN

Richard E. McCrea, Chairman

Attest:

Ll

Juanita L. Aucherman, Secreiagry




